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Subj: InformN Section 7 ConsuRation on Updated RemediN Investigation Activities at the
Former Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) E1Toro, Orange CountN CalifomN

Dear Mr. New_

l This letter is in response to your July 14, 2006, letter describing proposed investigation and
cleanup activities at the former MCAS El Toro, Orange County, California, and addressing
potential effects to the federally threatened coa_al California gnatcatcher (PoHoptilacalifornica
9alifornica, _'gnatcatcher'3and ffsdesignated critical habffat. Your July 14, 2006, leReris an

_ drva._2er__r_uO2_ 2 itnh_;_liog:_i:2 v2t id;lt_va_UaPct_;tiit__i7e_bheed_OnT:t_er_._Aor__,eT_qT_The
dated March 22, 2001, and March 10, 2005 were not likely to adversely affect federally fisted
species.

Proposed activities in your July 14, 2006, leRerinclude the mowing of an area in Sffe 1that has
been mowed confidently in the past. The area to be mowed is immediately adjacent to coastal
sage scrub occupied by the gnatcatcher, but consists entirely of non-native grasNand. Prior to the
mowing, a reconnNssance survey will be conducted to ensure that thereare no active ne_s _om
ground-ne_ing birds present in the proposed project footprint. A qualified biologi_ will be
present during the mowing to ensure that there are no unanticipated impacts to gnatcatchers or
surrounding coastal sage scrub habitat. The mowing is anticipated to take at most three days.

Following mowing, the Navy plans to detonate three Remsof munitions debris. The detonation
will be contNned in a sandbag enclosure in the middle of the vNley in Site 1, about 150feet _om
the nearest coa_N sage scrub. No kickouts are anticipated. Following detonation, N1left-over

mat_fials.wi_ be transposed offsite. This activity.willbe " l i ""conductedafter the end of the.:-
gnatcatcber breeding season 0.e., after Augur" 30) in 2006. ............._ "-
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Subj: Informal Section 7 Consultation on Updated Remedial Investigation Activities at the 
Former Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) El Toro, Orange'County, C~lifornia 

Dear Mr. Newton: 

This letter is in response to your July 14,2006, letter describing propose~ investigation and 
cleanup activities at the former MCAS EI Toro, Orange County, California, and addressing 
potential effects to the federally threatened coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica 
californica,"gnatcatcher") and its designated critical haQitat. Your July 14, 2006, letter is an 
upda.te regarding ongoing investigative and cleanup activities on the former MCAS El Toro. The 
ServiCe has concurred that previous investigative activities described in letters from the Navy 
dated March 22,2001, and March 10, 2005 were not likely to adversely affect federally listed 
speCIes. 

Proposed activities in your July 14, 2006, letter include the mowing of an area in Site 1 that has 
been mowed consistently in the past. The area to be mowed is immediately adjacent to coastal 
sage scrub occupied by the gnatcatcher, but consists entirely of non-native grassland. Prior to the 
mowing, a reconnaissance survey will be conducted to ensure that there are no active nests from 
ground-nesting birds present in the proposed project footprint. A qualified biologist will be 
present during the mowing to ensure that there are no unanticipated impacts to gnatcatchers or 
surrounding coastal sage scrub habitat. The mowing is anticipated to take at most three days. 

Following mowing, the Navy plans to detonate three items of munitions debris. The detonation 
will be contained in a sandbag enclosure in the middle of the valley in Site 1, about 150 feet from 
the nearest coastal sage scrub. No kickouts are anticipated. Following detonation, all left-over 
materials will be transported offsite. This actiyitywill he conducted after the end of the ' -
gnatcatc1J.e.r breeding season (i.e., after August 30i in '2006. _.' . . . - ,.;' . -
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The Navy will Msodrill three new boreholes to monitor groundw_er near the Sffe2 landfill.
Drilfing activities are anticipated to last less than a week and will Msobe conducted after the end
of the gnatcatcher breeding season (after August 30) in 2006. The proposed boring Mcationsare
about 150 fen from the nearest coa_M sage scrub.

_n_ the Navy _H _e _ to._x 2_g_ wmer storage tanks, p_n_ and a _er
mounted _eatment system to tre_ _oundw_ _ S_ 1, _out 150 _et from _e _arest coa_
sage scrub. The _e_me_ sy_em m_ be _ _erati_ for _ to several momhs.

For M1of the _ove project_ onsRep_nnd will be fam_ariz_ wi_ coa_M sage scrub, and
any _astM sage _rub _c_ed near proposed activiti_ will be fl_ged and le_ undisturbed. No
coa_M sage scrub will be _rectly impaled by _e p_p_ed wo_. The proposed mowing may
• s_ gn_tcatchers.whi_ _e moweris inclose proximi_ _._e.coast_sage _crub, but _e
mowing of_e area _ antedated _ take _ most three days and will o_ near the end of_e
gn_c_ch_ _ng seaso_ so no _sruption ofb_e_ng or rearing of young _ anticipate& The
de,nation ofmu_fions debris and drilfing of boohoOs will occur out,de _e gn_c_ch_
b_e_ng season ff_ruary 15 WAugu_ 3_, so these aNi_ti_ will not _srupt brewing
acti_fi_. The op_ation of the _oundwater tre_me_ system is not anticipated to generate
enough n_se to _urb gn_c_che_ _ the c_ coa_ sage scrub, _out 150 _et _om _e
_e_me_ s_m.

Based on the _rmation prodded and the im_ememation of the above measure, we concur
th_ the proposed pr_e_ is not fikdy to adve_e_ affeN _e gnNcNch_ or i_ deNgn_ed criticN
hab_N. Th_e_m, _e i_emgency consuRNion_q_me_s of section 7 of _e A_ have been
satisfied. Although our concu_ence ends _rmN consultatio_ obfigations under section 7 of
the AN shN1be reconsidered if (1) new _rmation _veNs effects of the agency action _ may
affect fisted species or crificN hab_ _ a manner or to an extent not p_ouNy conNde_ (2)
tNs action is subsequently mottled _ a mann_ that was not conNdered in tNs assessmen_ or
_) a new speNes is fisted or crificNhabitat deNgu_ed _ may be affec_d by the action.

We _w_ime _e updaed _rmation on inve_gative and cleanup acti_ti_ a the _rmer
MCAS E1Toro and your ongNng _oN_ation..ff_u h_e any que_ons regarding tNs let_g
please c0ma_ _na_an Snyd_ of my staffm _6_ 431-9440 x307.

_Karen A. Go,el
A_ant Ndd S_e_sor

., .., ., 

Darren Newton (FWS-OR-1682.11) 

The Navy will also drill three new boreholes. to monitor groundwater near the Site 2 landfill. 
Drilling activities are anticipated to last less than a week and will also be conducted after the end 
of the gnatcatcher breeding season (after August 30) in 2006. The proposed boring locations are 
about 150 feet from the nearest coastal sage scrub. 

Finally, the Navy will place up to six 20,000-gallon water storage tanks, piping, and a trailer 
mounted treatment system to treat groundwater in Site 1, about 150 feet from the nearest coastal 
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sage scrub. The treatment system may be in operation for up to several months. . 

For all ofthe above projects, onsite personnel will be familiarized with coastal sage scrub, and 
any coastal sage scrub located near proposed activities will be flagged and left undisturbed. No 
coastal sage scrub will be directly impacted by the proposed work. The proposed mowing may 
disturb gnlltcatchers while the mower is in close proximity to the . coastal sage scrub, but the 
mowing of the area is anticipated to take at most three days and will occur near the end of the 
gnatcatcher breeding season, so no disruption of breeding or rearing of young is anticipated. The 
detonation of munitions debris and drilling of boreholes will occur outside the gnatcatcher 
breeding season (February 15 to August 30), so these activities will not disrupt breeding 
activities. The operation of the groundwater treatment system is not anticipated to generate 
enough noise to disturb gnatcatchers in the closest coastal sage scrub, about 150 feet from the 
treatment system. 

Based on the infonnation provided and the implementation ofthe above measures, we concur 
that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the gnatcatcher or its designated critical 
habitat. Therefore, the interagency consultation' requirements of section 7 of the Act have been 
satisfied. Although our concurrence ends infonnal consultation, obligations under section 7 of 
the Act shall be reconsidered if (1) new infonnation reveals effects of the agency action that may 
affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not previously considered, (2) 
this action is subsequently modified in a manner that was not considered in this assessment, or 
(3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action. 

We appreciate the updated infonnation on investigative and cleanup activities at the former 
MCAS E1 Toro and your ongoing coordination. If you have any questions regarding this letter, 
please contact Jonathan Snyder of my staff at (760) 431-9440 x307. 

Sincerely, 

LII-~ 
~Karen A. Goebel 

Assistant Field Supervisor 


